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l } Chari ot t e Mas on 1 s 

letters to Mrs- franklin 
1897 * 1922 . 


C rtnenha^ ,en 

M 1897* 


I enjoyed Holland with its many street pictures as well 
as Its pictures in galleries, I think the Dutch have that 
saving grace of humour which I seem to miss araon^ these 
profoundly serious and most excellent Danes- Of the various 
cities we have visited, I think Lubeck delighted me most, 
with its quaint Greek Gothic and Its Memling pictures- - . , 

We have met nobody very interesting but then the hour for 
Dutch Table d’Hbte appears to be from four to seven, so we 
could not give up the afternoon to eating our dinner. 

e are in a small pension here; in spite of the American 
visitors, it Is a genuine Danish interior, beautiful Danish 
embroideries, chiefly in two shades of blue on the table 
and elsewhere, blue Danish china c-o match, beautiful braes 
teapots and coffee pots and urns; most notable house-wifely 
arrangements In every way and much Danish talk, always in a 
rather sad monotone- The air here is a luxury, so elastic 
and delicious and the sea and the big ships within ten 
minutes of us 

You have "done” the Dutch cities have you not? Of most 
of the painters one's impression remains the same, only none but 
Rembrandt strikes me in quite a new say- I had thought of 
his wonderful technique, chi aras euro and so on; what has struck 
me this time is the reverent and gentle way in which he deals 
with the personalities of his subjects- You feel that every 
man has greatness In him somewhere because the artist has 
revealed so much in apparently commonplace men- 
tis® Armitt has brought her press and botany books, but 
we have not been near plants yet. I hope we shall In Norway. 


A Qf>J Cr*<u3. 


December 189©* 


Re conferences 1 must just dot down a few things Mr, Hooper 
said which I thought telling and which I very much" endorse. 

I as Iced him to write to you but ha may have forgotten* 

We must not be swamped by "women workers”. £e are not 
women workers; our society much more important because with 
definite aims* They a mere collection of units destined 
not to live: Socialistic society of Maurice Kingsley swamped 
in this way: joined British Association as "Group in 
consequence, do nothing. 

Besides , an Annual Conference is an Annual Conference 
and can't suspend itself. Besides, again, the people 
tkaxpesplK who attend are not as a rule the people we appeal 
to, youn^ mothers and fathers in the act of bringing up 
their children. 


E * 0 *S . March 1900, 

remembering that I have had to fi^ht every inch of 
the way we have come and that , . , , I sit like Botticelli's 
fortitude, sword in hand, dreading unspeakably a possible 


8* 2. 1904, 

Here is ^oodness and virtue! A long synopsis of our 
teaching - copies of which I have sent to Miss Armfi eld 
r iyvU each member of the£Commi <,tee j That Is what your last 

f produc ? d : y° u wil1 have a foundation for any 

talking or writing you may have to do* 


12* 2, 1904 

yf* 

■Ulerdi ?T e £ so fc lad you. like ihe Statement.' Yea I know That 
lesetniiilt^r 3801 " 6 r ' ork ? n hand re Statement but I am 
Committee point than that each member of the 

oo^itxee should feel that there is a "Yea • or "Hay* to be 
" driftiig which I think is so damaging; that is 


^ TlkdL 1 




why I sent the Statement to each member . «. , . . 

Chapter and Verse? - Na,best of Friends! - because it la all 
in the nature of line upon line, precept upon nrer^nt pv^v 
bit, I think, in Home Education but unfolded and unfolded 
until the last pamphlet - but what X am doing is to m ke a 
careful table and consents which shall guide peoole in their 
studies, that is - if anybody does study. 


22 . 5 . 1904 , 

You see, the whole object (of the statement J in view is 
that the Committee on behalf of the Union should make a 
confession of faith. Of course there will be dissidents, 
even on the Committee, and certainly in the Union; but 
every body contains those who differ and there is no compulsion 
or pressure whatever. Nor is anything new advanced. The 
, principles are those, which, as a Nursing Mother (may I say 
so?) as well as Founder of the Union, 1 have sustained it with 
from year to year, which contain all the vital truth i* 
l possesses and, so far as I can see, constitute its raison d'ltre 
i , , *A great gain has come to qio in the shape of those members — 
who, seeing the whole scheme of thought in a bird's eye view, 

1 became the first adherents of the whole, X. ... am deeply 
grateful to them and value their enthusiasm more than I can say. 

1 1 is a great thing when others see eye to eye with vou about 

matters which are as your very life It will be a joyful 

ana delightful thxhg to see the P*N,B.U. such an educational 
society as the world has never known; and there really is, 

1 thank, somethin^ to be said in favour of a person of even 
average intelligence who has given about forty years of incessant 
consecutive progressive thought to the one subject of Education 
ana who hie tested every point laid down by many experiments and 
much investigation of principles. 


^ 7 , 8 . 1904 . 



very crux: for our 




1907- 

1 feel a horrid person for talking to you as I did this 

_ Ho I wish I had no more to do with what Madge calls 
“th^orinciples" than anybody else has - then 1 could talk 
rnniiv - but as a matter of fact I really have no more to do 
« 7r hit than Sir Isaac Newton has to do with the falling of 
awmles* Bearing this in mind you will understand that the 
1 oral tv I talk about is that of persons working together 
in a common cause. But I know your generosity would absolve 
me from the horridness of making personal claims. 


1909* 

tte have had our inspection" The Great O.fl." jje old, you 
naturally call him an old man and he is pass 4 in the sense 

that he is developing certain cranks but he is 

intellectually alive and alert to his finger-tips and is 
well worth the (heavy j cost. His keen interest in every 
subject, (except Maths and Handicrafts) and his great knowledge 
of a 1 and each was a most valuable stimulus to the House - 
made us all more in love than ever with knoledge. 


1910 - To Mrs. rranklin on her birthday. 

/May God be with you .dearest, through the day and through 
the year .... As for becoming at all better, more satisfac- 
t ory to oneself a© the years on T I don't find anx of that 
pleasure! But don't you think one becomes more and more able to 
say 11 li'hom have 1 in heaven out Thee and there is none upon 
earth that I desire in comparison with Thee.* 




1901- 

About my :aper - by all means print it as a pamphlet - 
a good deal of it has been said before however, but I wanted 
to bring it under the idea of a person* If, and if, and if - 

I have a notion that I shall write a paper on each point of 
the Synopsis but don't hurry me. Lady A- Don't say with 

an air as if you were talkin L to a refractory weenie," "Write 
So and So-* I suppose previous publication as a pamphlet 
would not interfere with a final book* 

(This is the first mention of C,M-M's last book 

II The Essay 1 ' published 1923, begun in ig2o) * 


1 911 * 

A magazine or Review must not develop into a pamphlet 
but must consist of a certain number of articles no one greatly 
exceeding the last in length* Now "P *R_ “ has a distinguished 
literary character to maintain- It is unique in all 
languages and in all times as an educational magazine of a 
literary character not professional or technical- We must play 
the game and not edit in an amateurish way* When you and I 
are & one *P-R, 31 will be long quoted and made much of in the 
annals of Education - Now, Ma'am, don't make me "explain 
again-" 


12, 6, 19U* 

Like everyone else, I say with secret joy *How the weeks 
fly* 1 I watch the clock to see how soon anything and 
everything will come to an end* Like you, I am not a bit 
sorry for people killed In tryin^ to save others or in battle, 
or even in accidents, not that I think death is relief for 
everyone, but is just a ^oin 0 on, in, so to speak, a change 
of garments* But, not like you, I take real pains to go 
on living and I'll tell you why. 


1912 , 

kiss Sumner has been having a mas i* successful Picture 
show in Liverpool, * . her pictures sell and the newspapers 
call her a post impressionist with lavish praises* 




A Up 


1912. 

i* ; n nr^^snt tJis doctrin© *»hat & lully 
1 h0 ? e - S t=T l ienee results in nervous stability. It seems 
employed in^ll 0 Strine the world should he the better for, it 
to me it is a . . t heart for years but I have not had 

iS n striking evidence of the truth as came under Dr. Eebb s 
notice at Winchester. 

21 3. 1912* [before the Winchester Children’s Gathering.) 

sent me » ^oie < l*acK or «es V are in ^ t0 rto a 

all so wise and* judicious, ^ , g _ j am g lad you were 

q Se e to er ft 0 the n2Se of the School in and every time I read 
?S -Itto I like it better and better. It is beautiful 

ins s; "i £» * ss«: 

ti5“»ilj!^‘rtU 5 »S,KffI»?«h. noth.™ .ill M lonein. to 
the children win uvuu* However* 1 shall have many 

thJSVeay' school and you must use your discretion 

about having it all read- 


f After Winchester Gathering} _ . 

All I hear about the children is too moving far_ words and 
your organisation is simply magnificent. The whole t hi ^ 
was delight fully impersonal, indeed I seam to have been the 
only intrusive personality- Your thought of Manchester as 
a place was entirely ri^ht* The Children s ^thering 
to me to have t iven point and meanin^ to all our ors. 

I’m afraid to ask how you are — or if there is anything 
of you left. . . • 


11- 11. 1912- 

Q.B. (Oscar Srownint the examiner) has just, gone and h ^® 
given ub ah admirable exam. Be hearf each student read 
passages in each of the four 1 tn^uages - a very lon^ bu ®_ 
They did some difficult translation into French and unseens 
in each language. To she lessons too, he gave great 

ftsmgg 



convinced and X thin* neither was he by 
Sm over, though i listened politely! 

* *0u r* big^t ea-fight went off very well 
play very much as you saw It* 


the time the lecture 
However I had said 

and they did the 


1915 - 


She has not the art of 
things are synonymous are 
read Jane Austin* ^ u ^ 
is wanted bjrt knowledge* 


resting or of reading- The two 
they not? I am persuading her to 
not freedom in education that 


Feb- 1915. (P*U*S* Examination) 

The Examiners School Heport has just come in and he 
rates the unsatisfactory papers as one per cent*! and it is 
only really good work that is regarded as satisfactory* 
ffo school anywhere could furnish such a record and I feel 
more and more ashamed that we should be keeping all this 
good Lhicg to ourselves* V. T e must make it national * quite 

independent of us - for we have already almost more than 
an organisation can manage. You will have to talk to 
teachers like anything! but alas* we can't get any outside 
help- The two enclosures you sent me are cheer! ne but dead 
against us - lx isn’t freedom in education we want, we do as 
we are bid* but Knowledge. 


May 1913- 

Nov please don't make me waste time in talking 
politics again!! Of course X care and care intensely* 
Also of course* reasonable persons are not carried away by 
every wind of doctrine. 

Also of course you are a darling* 


June 1913. 

The enclosed from Mrs* Steinthal will interest you* the 
difficulty will be to get those mistresses to realise that 
mere reading is for deli, ht but not so much for education* 


A <tp 8 c+*\ * "f 


September 19X3* 

Er* Burrell is wearing himself out upon us and is quite 
splendid* Ike students, I am LOld , delight in his teaching 
and in him especially as ,r the candid friend'* * . * * 

Travel for me has to be very much conditioned alas, though 
I can get through a great amount of work, an unusual amount, 
in my own quiet way, I must recognize my limitations and that 
I am" non-visiting King -Log! and so you must be dreadfully 
good and make up by coming to me. 


December 1913* 

It is snowy and beautiful here to-day and we have had 
a stimulating drive. K - has dealt with about sixty letters 
daily and papers and "P*B. * * and - and -l And long laborious 
letters to two teachers who seem to be going to take up P.LF.S, 
I don’t want to attempt anythin^ more than these few Yorkshire 
schools which may take it up* If they try it in earnest for 
a year, I think we may set the ball rolling, and they will 
have to invent theisr own organization - but that is a long 
way in the future, if it come at all* 


1914. 

The students are at the moment doing their last papers 
and tomorrow they go* Last ni^ht V,P* and I said many 
words of wisdom re time, money, clothes, the art of living 
in other people’s houses, etc*, etc*, backing it all up 
with pas-ages out of all the horrid letters we have ever had I 
Poor dears, it is enough to make them throw up the ball* 


- '* Chiefly what I wish for myself - increase in the 
knowledge of God,* (Hew Year Wish) 


June 1914? 

Ke £i ave had letter© from four Bradford school mistresses 
after Mrs* Steinthal’s meeting. * * * , but only two schools 
have positively joined yet. 




October 1914* . | 

1 -Oi over the exquisite joy of being at home. 

I have not yet hn(B mll Gh I felt the sort of alien 
I really did veryVJ indeed to us but always 

atmosphere - P®°f4 t i, 8US hts nwe not our thoughts, 
one knew that their^^ oug^ foun(S out, is a bitter experience 

even 3 when JSfaM* perfectly comfortable. 


ovomber 1914- 


VClULrv* ^ 


But - the 


November 1914* 

„ is a most admirable examiner, patient, 

crit”Il S8 Sstr ^e students and the mistresses delighted 
In Al ls ^ examiner because they trusted him. 


1915- 

a f nT Httla secrets: "He maketh the barren woman 
One of my little secr-ts iovful mother of children’ 
to xeep house and to be the joyiui mo« 

(my dear 'Bairn'). 

1916. 

I have just been reviewing books - a horrid labour. 

(Saviour of the World) . ain y 0l . n of the 

Bo you mind my asking you to read a^ 1 o G _ 1 i 7 . 
little red books pp. 71 -7 o and Vol. =nmethirt, of 

1 have tried to say there in a ?™ d j esu e a S * a teacher 

of what I mean. (I know you ^oo receiv reauires). Hat 1 

sent from God" and that is all the ^«t requires;^ ^ 1 
want to tell you why l feel X must. &o ^ ^ way 0 f punish- 

am allowed * I do not look i or ; ^ so rt I b et hare 

mant or reward or compensation more than ox „ +%*&+ * s 

with the one vast exception of "life more abounding, that is, 

I think God -knowledge , God consciousness* 

But there will be xhere 

So much to do 
So much to Hoff 
So much to see 
So much ii o love 


A ffO OM.-L ^ $ j 

At the present time people can only see, know, do, i ova 
as they are prepared, and I have a notion we have to ht 7 ’ 
the things in the flesh. iVe shall 7o on with I? In . 

All the people we shall meet we ou. ht to know realist V plrl1: * 
all the flowers in the world - all the stlpFl nthin f±rst - 
(and I know no astronomy to apeak of') universe 

IJSSSdUr* * h °” tiiKiiffiaw 

I shouldn't wonder if this ip thp Bn .+ * 
is waiting for and we are so sick waitim th &0Spel our *h 9 
tired children at a fair. Waitlr ^ tha1i *" Play like 


January 1916. 


At last the wind has abated and i , , 

and I am doin^ things and first writin r & himself again* 
great blessings Inlhe NeffYea^cMe^JwhLVwi ^ 
mostly for myself, -Increase in ’the oflod.-^ 


August 1916. 

I have had rather a bad time here - , 
largely about that 'plan of campaign" of wh, r£ y v^ usy ° ne 
has written to you fullv P sf. w 5f c ^ ^ ss Parish 

me your mind about it all ’so that S r fee? ! ble ’ t00 > t0 tsl1 
a great effort which i fia?* ,, f ? el we are united for 

only people who are able to ?£eT V ar ® the 

c ive what the country is crying for, 


November 1916, 


Misf Imbler'hafharA?^ 7?t S Drt 8^^W*an etc. Fancy 
naa 47 visitors since the summer. 


January 1917. 

wen^e^orwMle^e^^lhirf^r 1 think *® ma P aa 

to have all our ena*-^-r2S V ?+ th±e bl6 xhla o in hand. iVe want 
is to impress each of our Com ? and - w hat we want to do now 
with “.he sense that th* Bra £ches ahd all the old students 

®y and b J^oAo| B / Yf l^fen 0 f »2£$S» Z&& 




March 1917* 

There are two things we want tor the college and school - 
one; that the College Certificate should be recognised for 
elementary schools, I know some of our students would 
1 oha to teach in them, though alas we are at our wits end 
to supply the family demand - indeed we can't do it. 

!phe other thing we want is the recognition of our 
Pinal V or VI form exam as qualifying for the entrance 
to training for certain professions - but these two can wait. 
This work is a great happiness and relief, is it not? 


January 1918- 

As a reformer, I am a free lance, tacitly opposed to 
things as they are. , . . (comparing the College with others}, 
(Criticisms; come from the difference between a Training 
College and others - those that you mention do not profess 
to train. 

January 1910. 

Some day we hope to see each P.N.S.U. Branch a sort of 
centre for the spiritual (including intellectual ) profit 
of all classes in its neighbourhood. 


qualifications for 

September 1910. Alludin^ to the/3nt ranee fax to the House of 
Education, 

- Ke should lose many of our best students by doing so - 
for instance, half our present students have passed some 
exam and the other half have not and the latter are much 
the better students. These examjas mean cram and leave the 
students drained out. 


August 1919. 


been sorely distressed re house-room and I have had 
to buy Fairfieldgand the next house to secure a place, and 
tois after all the lean years of the war. You will like to 
know that the College is full for next year. 

1921. 

"Heaps of elementary children doing such good work. 11 


‘'Did I tell you ho much I rejoice over our first 
County School Parents' Branch?* 




1922. 

liliat a time you had among the Alpine flowers! I know 
something of the joy of it for many years ago before you were 
born or thought of, I spent some early spriru weeke at ,h a 
Kaltbad jRigi) with some friends. A^ter fSItyyelrf Xeee 
and smell and luxuriate - but I did not see the Soldanelll 

Science has done nothin, to confirm the "rut“ theory in ill 
these years, and Brother Body seems to ae much the inferior 
partner. 1 think all that 1 have written is still true 
but I would emphasise habit and so on less. Child mind - 
ni, because a child has a much mind as the r est ~f us 


N 


/ 

1) Chari oi t© Mason's 

letters to Mrs. franklin 
1897 - 1922 , 


AtfflZ c^j 


C openhagen 


1897 . 


I enjoyed Holland with it & many street pictures as well 
as its pictures in ^aXleriee, I think the Dutch have that 
eavin^ t race of humour which I seem to miss amon^ these 
profoundly serious and most excellent Danes. Of the various 
cities we have visited, I think LiYbeck delighted me most, 
with its quaint Greek Gothic and its Memlin^ pictures. . . . 

We have met nobody very interesting but then the hour for 
Dutch Table d'H'ote appears to be from four to seven, so we 
could not 0 ive up the afternoon to eatin^ our dinner. 

Vie are in a smali pension here; in spite of the American 
visitors, it is a genuine Danish interior, beautiful Danish 
embroideries, chiefly in two shades of blue on the table 
and elsewhere, blue Danish china to match, beautiful brass 
teapots and coffee pots and urns; most notable house-wifely 
arrangements in every way and much Danish talk, always in a 
rather sad monotone. The air here is a luxury, so elastic 
and delicious and the sea and the bi^ ships within ten 
minutes of us, . „ , . 

Tou have "done* the Dutch cities have you not? Of most 
of the painters one* a impression remains the same, only none but 
Rembrandt strikes me in quite a new say. I had thought of 
his wonderful technique, chi aras euro and so on; what ha© struck 
me thir time is the reverent and gentle way in which ha deals 
with the personalities of hie subjects* You feel that every 
man has ^ real ness in him somewhere because the artist has 
revealed po much in apparently commonplace men. 

Wise A mitt has brought her press and botany books, but 
we have not been near plants yet, I hope we shall in Norway. 





Dei ember 1896* 


Re conference* I must just dot down a few things Mr, Rooper 
said which I thought tellin^ and which I very much endorse* 

I asked him to write to you but he may have forgot ten. 

We must not be swamped by "women workers 1 '. ii_e are not 
women workers! our society much more important because with 
definite aims; They a mere collection of units destined 
not to live: Socialistic society of Maurice Kingsley swamped 
In this way: joined British Association as "Group T r \ in 
consequence, do nothin^. 

Besides, an Annual Conference is an Annual Conference 
and can't suspend itself. Besides, a^ain, the people 
thBxpeeplH who attend are not as a rule the people we appeal 
to, youn*,, mothers and fathers in the act of brin^in^ up 
their children. 


i 


H.O.E. March 1900. 

remembering that I have had to fi^ht every inch of 
the way we have come and that . . . . I sit like Botticelli's 
Fortitude, sword in hand, dreading unspeakably a possible 


8 . 2 . 1904 , 

Here is ^oodness and virtue. 1 A lo% synopsis of our 
teaching - copies of *hich I have sent to Miss Armfield 
for each member of the Committee: That is what your last 

+ e ?^f r P r °duced. Now you will have a foundation for any 
talking or writing you may have to do. 


12 . 2 . 1904 

+ 8 ° <- la d you .like the statement. Yes I know that 

l be . tirseom © work on hand re Statement but I am 

Cr*n t> ° CRTT y tbe point than that each member of the 

said ?? that %h * T * i& * "Yea“ or "Nay" to be 

* It is driftiric which I think is so dama^in^; that Is 


£ 




Ak Pfcc*' 


\ 


whv I sent the St at ament to each member 
Chafer and Versa? - No, best of Friends! 


because it la all 


in Se nature of line upon line, precept upon precept .every 
bit I think* in Kama Education but unfolded and unfolded 
until the last pamphlet - but what X am doin^ is tom ke a 
careful table and contents which shall *uide people in their 
studies , that is - if anybody does study. 


32 . 3 - 1904 , 

You see, the whole object (of the statement) in view is 
that the Committee on behalf of the Union should make a 
confession of faith. Of course there will be dissidents, 
even on the Committee, and certainly in the Union; but 
every body contains those *ho differ and there is no compulsion 
or pressure whatever. Nor is anythin^ new advanced. The 
principles are those, which, as a Nursin^ Mother (may I say 
so?) as well ae Founder of the Union, I have sustained it with 
from year to year, which contain all the vital truth ilf 
poseesees and, so far as I can see, constitute Its raison d r atre 
I . ,A u real fe ain has come to ipe in the shape of uhose members 
who, seeing the whole scheme of thought in a bird's eye view, 
became the first adherents of the whole* I. , - - am deeply 
L rateful to them and value their enthusiasm mors than I can say. 

It ie a c reat tbin^ ^hen others see eye to eye *ith you about 

matters which are as your very life It will be a joyful 

and delightful thih* to see the F.N.3.U. such an educational 
society as the world has never known; and there really is, 

I think, somethin^ to be said in favour of a person of even 
average intelligence who has ^iven about forty years of incesstnt, 
consecutive progressive thought to the one subject of rSducati n 
and who has tested every point laid down by many experiments and 
much investigation of principles. 


27 , 8 . 1904 . 

- the Child as a 1 erg on will be the very crux for our 
C rusad e . 





1907. 

t feel a horrid person for talking to you as I did this 
J,: . no I ish I had no more to do with what Madge calls 
"the* principles" than anybody else has - then I could talk 

5 .but as a matter of fact I really h .ve no more to do 
, than Sir Isaac Newton has to do with the falling of 

In^es- Sari^ this in mind you will understand that the 
1 ovalty 1 till k about is that of parsons working to ( ,eLha.r. 

1? j coram on cause. Bu,. I know your generosity would absolve 
me from the horrid ness of making pereonal claims. 


1909. 

tie have had our inspection" The Great O.B." is, old, you 
naturally call him an old man and he ia pass* in the sense 
that he is developing certain cranks . . . . . but be is 
intellectually alive and alert to his finger-tips and is 
well worth the (heavy) cost. His keen interest in every 
subject , (except Maths and Handicrafts) and his great knowledge 
of ill and each was a most valuable stimulus to the House - 
made us all more in love than ever with kno ledge. 


1910 - To Mrs* Frankl n on her birthday. 

/toay God be with you Rarest, through the day and ihroueh 
the year - * - - As for becoming at ail better « more satisfac- 
tory to oneself as the years on # I don't find any of that 
pleasure l But don't you think one becomes more and more able to 
say 11 Whom have I in heaven but Thee and uhere is none upon 
earth that I desire in comparison with Thee. r 


jltl 

1911. 

About my aper - by all means print it as a pamphlet * 
a good deal of it has been ©aid before however, but I wanted 
to brint, it linger the idea of a person. If, and if, and if ~ 

I hare a notion that I shall write a paper on each point of 
the Synopsis but don't hurry me. Lady A, Bon't say with 
an air as if you were talking to a refractory "tweenie," "fcrite 
So and So, * I suppose previous publication as a pamphlet 
would not interfere with a final book, 

(This is the first mention of C,M, fit's last book 
" The Essay" published 1923, begun in ig2o). 


1911- 


A roagazi ns or Review must not develop into a pamphlet 
but must consist of a certain number of articles no one greatly 
exceed in t the last in length. Now *P,H. " has a distinguished 
literary character to maintain* It is unique in all 
languages and in all time© as an educational magazine of a 
literary character not professional or technical. fie must play 
the game and not edit in an amateurish way, when you and I 
are gone 'I.R.' 1 will be long quoted and made much of in the 
annals of Education - Now, Ka’ain, don't make me "explain 
again. 1 * 


12 , 6 , 1911 . 

Like everyone else, I eay with secret joy "How the weeks 
fly I watch the clock to see how soon anythin^ and 
everythin*, will come to an end. Like you, I am not a bit 
sorry for people killed in tryin^ to save others or in battle, 
or even in accidents, not that I think death is relief for 
everyone, but 1© just a ^oin<_ on, in, so to speak, a change 
of garments* Hut, not* like you, I take real pains to t .o 
on livin^ and I'll tell you why. 


1912. 

MIbs Sumner has been havin u a moFu successful Picture 
bhov, in Liverpool, , , her pictures sell and the newspapers 
call her a post iinpreasioniF t with lavish praises. 





1912. 


r 


t fthe ill present the doctrine that a fully 

} h0 f a ^«tATii pnce results in nervous stability. It eseroe 
so ploy ad .' he . orld should be the better for. It 

tl Tjl have had mich at heart for years but 1 have not ha 
each a striking evidence of the truth as ea-,e under Er. Babb s 
notice at ft inchest er. 


21 3< lSl2 m (before the Winchester Children's Gathering.) 

everythin, is ^oin^,! Miss Parish sent 
^whole^^stack of ^Rescripts'* this raornin^ to look at, 
“ff . wise an a,, j idicioua, I balieve you are t.oirt, to do a 
n^ta parfectihiho. Tha card ie lovely - 1 am .ltd you were 
able to at the nime of tlie School in and every time I read 
rb« n,n to 1 like it better and better. It is beautiful 
Ind moft Appropriate. How ^ood the programme is! I am 

amused to sea that you have allowed me a whole hour to talk 
in but do vou know I think you were quite ri^ht - twenty 
minutee is' as Ion. as people will care to listen. «« 

the children will be there and tl e Mothers will be lon^in. to 
be doiS somethin, with them. However, I shall have many 
things to say re the school and you must use your discretion 
about having it all read* 


1 91 ^ * (After Winchester Gathering) 

All I hear about the children is too raovin^ for words and 
your organisation is simply magnificent. The whole thin^ 
was delightfully impersonal, indeed I seem to have been the 
only intrusive personality* four thought of winchester as 
a place was entirely ri^ht * The Children's Gai.her3.ritj seems 
to roe to have ^iven point and meanin^ to all our ork. 

Is it 60 * 

I'm afraid to ask ho~ you are - or if there is anything 
of you left v ,«. 


11 . 11 . 191 ^. 

O.B. (Oscar Brownin^, the exind ner) has just £one and has 
£iven us ah admirable again. He heartLeacl student read tnree 
pasea^ee in each of the four l.tn^ua^ee - a very lon£ business. 
They did some difficult translation into French and unseens 
in each lan^ua^e. To the lessons too, he 6 ave 

» l^h5s h Ug C li??A L ?n t fiS 1 ne^ d,;rl M e 5V^"Ao! 0 ^bit 


AU-ptl 


convinced and I think neither was he by the time the lecture 
was over, though X listened politely! However I h*d said 
a few thiols before. 

Our bit, tea-fi^ht went off very well and they did the 
play very much ae you esw it. 


1913* 

She has not the art of resting or of reading. The two 
things are synonymous are they not? I am pars uadi her to 
Ct read Jane Austtn. It is not freedom in education that 
1 ie w inted bjrt knowledge. 


Feb. 1913. (P.U.S, Examination) 

The Examiners School Report has just come in and he 
rates the unsatisfactory papers as one per cent.! and it is 
only really <_ood >ork that is regarded as satisfactory, 
j^fo school anywhere could furnish such a record and I feel 
more and more ashamed that *s should be keenly all this 
good thin^ to ourselves, ffe must make it national, nnita 

independent of us - for we have already almost more than 
an organisation can manage. You win have to talk to 
teachers like anything but alas, we can’t £ at any outside 
“ e tf* . Ihe t ?° enclosures you sent me are cheerin^ but dead 

?! \ l l i sn L frR sdom in education we want, we do as 
we are bid, but Knowledge . 


Kay 1913. 


6 ° n,t make ffle waste time in talking 

Also^o^rnn^' ' ° f c ? urf,e 1 care cure intensely, 
otli, -i C ? r,lasonable Persons are non carried away by 

every wind of doctrine. 

Also of course you are a darlin^. 


■fune 1913. 

hmJnH?!??! £ r °* : ' 1re * Stfldatbal ill interest you, tie 
mere Let those mistreeses to realise that 

-a&i is for delight but not so much for education. 





September 1913* 

f/ir Burre] 1 is wearing himself out upon us and is quite 
Awlendid. The students, I am told, delight in his teaching 
anti "in hi® especially ae "the candlfl friend . . . . 

I*ravei for me has to bo very much conditioned alas, though 
I can et through a ^reat amount of 'ork, an unusual amount, 
in my own quiet way, I must recognise my limitations and that 
I am non-visit in^ Kin^-log! and so you must be dreadfully 
^ood and make up by coming to me* 


December 1913* 

It is snowy and beautiful here to-day and we have had 
a stimulating drive* K - has dealt with about sixty leitere 
daily and papers and and - and -! And long laborious 

letters to two teachers who seem to be ^oing to take up F.U.S, 
I don't want to attempt anyth! more than these few Yorkshire 
schools which may take it up. If they try it in earnest for 
a year, I think we may set the hall rolling, and they will 
have to invent tbefcr own organisation - but that is a long 
way in the future, if it come at all. 


1 914* 

The students are at the moment doing their last papers 
and tomorrow they go. Last ni^ht V*I. and I said many 
words of wisdom re time, money, clothes, the art of living 
in other people's houses, etc,, etc,, backing it all up 
with passages out of all the horrid letters we have ever had! 
Poor dears, it is enough to make them throw up the ball. 


- "Chiefly what I wish for myself - increase in the 
knowledge of God," (Hew Year .Viah) 


June 1914? 

Vile have had letters from four Bradford school mistresses 

after Mrs, Steinthal * s meeting but only two school a 

have positively joined yet. 







October 1914. 

T not yet ,ot over the exquisite joy of beinj, at home, 

I have not y. t muc t i fait the sort of alien 

I really dl<1 SErnaS were very Id nfl indeed to us but always 

atmosphere-people ht ■ wara no t 0 ur thoughts. 

Thorne cc^r^ wfh^e found out, is a hitter experience 
Len*t hen you are perfectly comfortable. 


November 1914. 

let you t o for another week is horrid ! 
BelSene hare come - a houseful next door. 


But - the 


November 191 4. 

Professor Campatnac is a most admirable examiner, patient, 
critical just. ' The students and the distresses delisted 
an* examiner because they trusted him. 


1915* 


One of my little secrete 
to Keep house an*- 1 to be the 
(my dear 'Bairn')* 


•He maketh the barren woman 
joyful mother of children™ 


1916* 

X have Just been reviewing books — a horrid labour 


l Saviour of the World) jr nf the 

So you mind my asking you to read a^ain lol. II of 

little red books pp. 71-76 and Vol. 111 PP* ■ ^'tiithin, of 
I have tried to say there in a very crude way gomethin^ of 
of what 1 mean. (I know you too receive Jesus a * M e3C 2® t j 
sent from God" and that is all the argument requires). But 
want to tell you why I feel I must L o on livin^, aa 1 ^ ninh _ 
am allowed. I do lot look fox- anythin*, in the way of _ 

m^nt or reward or compensation more than of the aortal , _ 

with the one vast exception of ''life more abounding * ' ’ 

I think God “knowledge, God eonsciousnees. 

But there will be there 

So raucn to do 
So much to know 
So much to eee 
So much uo love 


/ tnrGZ‘ 


At the present time people can only see, know, do, love, 
as they are prepared, and I have a notion ws have to be, in 
the things in the flesh* We shall ^o on ith it in the spirit* 
All the people we shall meet ra ou^ht to know * realise, first, 
all the Ho " era in the orld - ill the stars in the universe 
(and I knot no astronomy to speak of!) 

Of course 11 Hi? servants shall serve Him** always in all manners 
and we don't know which is first or last of the ways, you 
remember Brown! n^'e Lazarus, how intensely insignificant things 
attracted him. 

I shouldn't wonder if this is the sort of Gospel our a^e 
is waiting for and te are so sick waltin^ that v e play like 
tired children at a fair* 


January 1916. 

At last the wind has abated and "Richard's himself a±ain" 
and I am doin^ things and first writin^ to you to ish you 
^reat blessings in the New Year, chiefly what I wish 

mostly for myself, “Increase in the knowled-e of God," 


August 1916* 

I have had rather a bad time here and a very busy one 
largely about that 'plan of campaign* of which Kiss Parish 
has written to you fully * . . * She was able, too, to tell 
me your mind about it all so that 1 feel yjb are united for 
a t^re^t effort which is laid upon us because we are the 
only people who are able to ^ive wk&t the country is crying for. 


November 1916* 


How 1 lent for you to saa Trithlin^lon etc. 
wisp Ambler has had 47 visitors since the summer* 


Fancy 


January 1917* 


*isxx about tV.e Conference programme - I think we may as 
well litt low while ws have this bi^ thin^ in hand- ft'e want 
to nave ail our energies at command, I hat re want to do now 
is to impress each of our Branches ahd all the ol4 students 

«f| ou^ C ways n an<? 

by and bye. 




March 1917* 

There are two thing® we want for the college anti school - 
one; ihst the College Certificate should be recognised for 
elementary schools* I know some of oar students would 
lorv to leach in them, though alas *e are at our wits end 
to supply the family demand - indeed we can't do it. 

The other thing we want is the recognition of our 
Final V or VI form exam as qualifying for the entrance 
to training for certain professions - but these two can wait. 
This work is a great happiness and relief, is it not? 


January 1916. 

As a reformer, 1 am a free lance, tacitly opposed to 
things a® thsy are. , . . (comparing the College with others), 
(Criticisms^ come from the difference between a Training 
College and others - those that you mention do not profess 
to train. 

January 1918* 

Some day we hope to see each P.N.S.U. Branch a sort of 
centre for the spiritual (including intellectual) profit 
of all classes in its neighbourhood. 


qualifications for 

September 1918* Alluding to the/Bnt ranee far to the House of 
Education. 


* ® should lose many of our best students by doing so - 

for instance, half our present students have passed some 
exam and the other half have not and the latter are much 
the better students. These eximgis mean cram *nd leive the 
students drained out. 


August 1919. 

J ^ ne have been sorely distressed re house'-room and I have had 
~j to buy Fairfield and the next house/to secure a place, and 

/ tnis after all the lean years of the war. You will like to 

know that the College is full for next year. 

1921. 

Heap© of elementary children doing such good work.” 

c rt ^11 you ho much I rejoice over our first 

bounty School Parents 1 Branch? 


yj^U *<f O+nX i 


1922, 

Wh'^t a time vou ha.* nmoiv the ilpine flowere! 1 know 
somethin of the joy of it for mar *y y®*r® a-o before you were 
born or thou, hi- of, I spent some early eprin^ weeks at the 
Kaltbad (R1 I) with some friend©. After forty years I see 
and smell n' luxuriate - but I did n ot see the Soldanella . * 
Science has done nothin^. to confirm the rt rut rt theory in all 
v ^i re, and Brother Body seems to me much the inferior 
partner. I think all that 1 have written is still true 
but I would emphasise habit md so on less. Child ml ad - 
nh ( because a child hae a much mind as the rert of ue. 


